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EDUCATION 

Ph.D. (Sociology), University of Washington.  2001. 
M.A. (Sociology), University of Washington.  1997. 
A.B. (Government), Harvard/Radcliffe College.  1981. 

 
 

POSITIONS 

University of California, Irvine.  Department of Sociology. 
Associate Professor since 2007.  
Assistant Professor, 2001-2007.  

 
 

GRANTS 

Russell Sage Foundation.  2010-2011.  “Unauthorized Immigration and Immigrant Integration.”  Co-
investigator, $10,000. 

 
Science and Technology Directorate, Department of Homeland Security (through the Research Center of 

Excellence on Borders and Migration, University of Arizona).  2009-2011.  “E-Verify and Patterns of 
Unauthorized Migration.” Co-investigator.  $108,000 total costs. 

 
Russell Sage Foundation. 2008-2009.  “Mexican Immigrant Group Incorporation.” Co-principal 

investigator, $68,000. 
 
Russell Sage Foundation.  2008.  “Intergenerational Spatial Assimilation among the Descendants of 

Mexican Immigrants in Metropolitan Los Angeles.”  Principal investigator, $35,000. 
 
Russell Sage Foundation.  2004-2005.  “Immigration and Intergenerational Mobility in Metropolitan Los 

Angeles.”  Co-investigator, $1.7 million.   
 
Center for Studies in Higher Education, UC-Berkeley.  2002.  “How Minority Students Choose Colleges 

in the Wake of Initiative 200.” Principal investigator, $7,500.  
 
Russell Sage Foundation.  2002.  “Immigration and Intergenerational Mobility in Metropolitan Los 

Angeles” (pilot study).  Co-investigator, $136,000. 
 
Russell Sage Foundation.  2001-2003.  “The Suburban Experience.” Co-investigator, $10,000.  
 
Department of Housing and Urban Development.  2000.  “Isolation and the Enclave: The Presence and 

Variety of Strong Ties Among Immigrants.”  Dissertation grant, $15,000. 
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FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS 

University of Washington.  1998.  Departmental award for outstanding performance in achievement of the 
master of arts degree.  Thesis title: “Assimilation Patterns of Asians in Seattle.” 

University of Washington.  1995-1997.  Two-year NICHD fellowship with the Department of Sociology 
and Center for Studies in Demography and Ecology. 

Coro Foundation, St. Louis.  1981-82.  Nine-month fellowship studying public affairs. 

 

PUBLICATIONS  
 

Books 
 

Wierzbicki, Susan.  2004.  Beyond the Immigrant Enclave: Network Change and Assimilation.  New 
York: LFB Scholarly Publishing. 

 
Articles and book chapters 

 
Brown, Susan K., and Frank D. Bean. Forthcoming.  “Exclusion Structures and U.S. Immigrant 

Incorporation in Recessionary Times: Comparative Theoretical Implications.” In Immigration and the 
Financial Crisis: Australia and the United States Compared.  Edited by John Higley and John 
Nieuwenhuysen, with Stine Neerup.  Cheltenham, U.K.: Edward Elgar. 

 
Bean, Frank D., Mark A. Leach, Susan K. Brown, James D. Bachmeier, and John R. Hipp. 2011. “The 

Educational Legacy of Unauthorized Migration: Comparisons Across U.S. Immigrant Groups in How 
Parents’ Status Affects Their Offspring.” International Migration Review. 

 
Brown, Susan K., Frank D. Bean, Mark A. Leach, and Rubén G. Rumbaut.  2011.  “Legalization and 

Naturalization Trajectories among Mexican Immigrants and Their Implications for the Second 
Generation.”  In The Next Generation: Immigrant Youth in a Comparative Perspective, edited by 
Richard D. Alba and Mary C. Waters.  New York: NYU Press. 

 
Bean, Frank D., Susan K. Brown, and Mark A. Leach.  2010.  “Mexican Immigrant Legalization and 

Naturalization and Children’s Economic Well-Being.” Pp. 129-147 in Helping Young Refugees and 
Immigrants Succeed: Public Policy, Aid, and Education, edited by Gerhard Sonnert and Gerald 
Holton.  New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Bean, Frank D., Susan K. Brown, and James D. Bachmeier.  2010.  “Comparative Integration Contexts 
and Mexican Immigrant-Group Incorporation in the United States.” Pp. 253-275 in Managing Ethnic 
Diversity After 9/11: Integration, Security, and Civil Liberties in Transatlantic Perspective, edited by 
Ariane Chebel d’Appollonia and Simon Reich.  New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers University Press. 

Brown, Susan K., James D. Bachmeier, and Frank D. Bean.  2009.  “Trends in U.S. Immigration: A Shift 
Toward Exclusion?”  Pp. 42-55 in Nations of Immigrants: Australia and the USA Compared, edited 
by John Higley and John Nieuwenhuysen, with Stine Neerup.  Cheltenham, U.K.: Edward Elgar. 

Brown, Susan K., Frank D. Bean, and James D. Bachmeier.  2009.  “Aging Societies and the Changing 
Logic of Immigration.” Generations: Journal of the American Society on Aging 32 (4): 11-17 

Brown, Susan K., and Frank D. Bean.  2009.  “Post-9/11 International Graduate Enrollments in the 
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United States: Unintended Consequences in National Security Strategies?”  Pp. 66-89 in Immigration 
Policy and Security: U.S., European, and Commonwealth Perspectives, edited by Terri Givens, Gary 
P. Freeman and David L. Leal.  New York and London: Routledge. 

Brown, Susan K.  2007.  “Delayed Spatial Assimilation: Multigenerational Incorporation of the Mexican-
Origin Population in Los Angeles.”  City & Community 6: 193-209. 

Van Hook, Jennifer, Susan K. Brown, and Frank D. Bean.  2006.  “For Love or Money? Welfare Reform 
and Immigrant Naturalization.”  Social Forces 85: 643-666. 

Brown, Susan K.  2006.  “Structural Assimilation Revisited: Mexican-Origin Nativity and Cross-Ethnic 
Primary Ties.”  Social Forces 85: 75-92. 

Bean, Frank D., Susan K. Brown, Mark Leach, and Rubén G. Rumbaut.  2006.  “Naturalización de los 
inmigrantes mexicanos y escolaridad en la segunda generación.”  Pp. 113-122 in Migración México - 
Estados Unidos.  Implicaciones y retos para ambos países, edited by Elena Zúñiga Herrera, Jesús 
Arroyo Alejandre, Agustín Escobar Latapí, and Gustavo Verduzco Igartúa.  Mexico City: Consejo 
Nacional de Población; U. de Guadalajara; CIESAS, Casa Juan Pablos; El Colegio de México. 

Bean, Frank D., Susan K. Brown, and Rubén G. Rumbaut.  2006.  “Mexican Immigrant Political and 
Economic Incorporation.”  Perspectives on Politics 4: 309-313. 

Brown, Susan K., and Charles Hirschman.  2006.  “The End of Affirmative Action in Washington State 
and Its Effect on the Transition from High School to College.”  Sociology of Education 79: 106-130.  

Brown, Susan K., and Frank D. Bean.  2005.  “International Migration,” pp. 347-382 in Handbook of 
Population, edited by Dudley L. Poston and Michael Micklin.  New York: Kluwer Academic 
Publishers. 

Guest, Avery M., and Susan K. Brown.  2005.  “Population Distribution and Suburbanization.”  Pp. 59-86 
in Handbook of Population, edited by Dudley L. Poston and Michael Micklin.  New York: Kluwer 
Academic Publishers. 

Bean, Frank D., Susan K. Brown, and Jennifer Lee.  2005.  “Immigration and Racial/Ethnic Relations in 
the U.S.”  People and Place 13: 1-13. 

Bean, Frank D., Gillian Stevens, and Susan Wierzbicki.  2003.  “The New Immigrants and Theories of 
Incorporation.”  Pp. 94-113 in America’s Newcomers and the Dynamics of Diversity. New York: 
Russell Sage Foundation (ASA Rose Monograph Series). 

Tanfer, Koray, Susan Wierzbicki and Betsy Payn.  2000.  “Why Are U.S. Women Not Using Long-
Acting Contraceptives?”  Family Planning Perspectives 32: 176-183. 

Burstein, Paul, and Susan Wierzbicki.  2000.  “Public Opinion and Congressional Action on Work, 
Family and Gender, 1945-1990,” Pp. 31-66 in Work & Family: Research Informing Policy, edited by 
Toby L. Parcel and Daniel B. Cornfield.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications Inc. 

Guest, Avery M., and Susan K. Wierzbicki.  1999.  “Social Ties at the Neighborhood Level: Two 
Decades of GSS Evidence.”  Urban Affairs Review 35: 92-111. 

 
Other Publications 
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Bean, Frank D., Susan K. Brown, Mark A. Leach, and James D. Bachmeier. 2007.  Becoming 

Stakeholders: The Structure, Nature and Pace of U.S. Integration among Mexican Immigrants and 
Their Descendants.  Report prepared for the Symposium on Immigrant National Leaders, Woodrow 
Wilson Center for International Scholars, Washington, D.C., June 2007. 

Brown, Susan K., and Frank D. Bean.  2006. “Assimilation Models, Old and New: Explaining a Long-
Term Process.” Migration Information Source (special issue on the second generation). Washington, 
D.C.: Migration Policy Institute. http://www.migrationinformation.org/Feature/display.cfm?id=442 

 
Brown, Susan K., and Frank D. Bean.  2006.  “Immigration Policy.”  In The Blackwell Encyclopedia of 

Sociology, edited by George Ritzer.  Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing. 
 
Bean, Frank D., and Susan K. Brown.  2005.  “A Canary in the Mineshaft? International Graduate 

Enrollments in Science and Engineering in the United States.”  Proceedings, A Leadership Forum on 
International Graduate Students in Science and Engineering and International Scientists and 
Engineers: A National Need and a National Opportunity, edited by Marshall Kaplan and Michael 
Gottfredson. The Merage Foundations and the University of California, Irvine. 

Wierzbicki, Susan.  2001.  “Immigration and the Census.”  Pp. 397-400 in Encyclopedia of American 
Immigration, edited by James Ciment. Armonk, N.Y.: M.E. Sharpe, Inc. 

Book reviews 

Brown, Susan K. 2010. Contemporary Sociology: A Journal of Reviews 39: 581-583. Review of Where 
We Live Now: Immigration and Race in the United States, by John Iceland. Berkeley, CA: University 
of California Press. 2009. 

Brown, Susan K. 2008.  American Journal of Sociology 113: 1458-1461.  Review of The Housing Divide: 
How Generations of Immigrants Fare in New York’s Housing Market, by Emily Rosenbaum and 
Samantha Friedman. New York: New York University Press. 2006. 

Brown, Susan K. 2004.  “When Ties Don’t Bind.” Lead review essay in Contemporary Sociology: A 
Journal of Reviews 33: 399-401.  Review of Fragmented Ties, by Cecilia Menjívar. Berkeley: 
University of California Press, 2000.  

 

UNDER REVIEW 

Van C. Tran, Susan K. Brown, and Jens Schneider.  “Seeing Disorder through Different Eyes: 
Neighborhood Context and Perceptions of Disorder among Second-Generation Youths.” 

 
Frank D. Bean, Susan K. Brown, James D. Bachmeier, Tineke Fokkema, Laurence Lessard-Phillips, and 

John H. Mollenkopf.  “Urban Contexts and Immigrant Integration: Relationships between Immigrant 
Receptivity and Second-Generation Incorporation in U.S. and European Cities.”  

 
Frank D. Bean, James D. Bachmeier, Susan K. Brown, and Rosaura Tafoya-Estrada. “Immigration and 

Black/Latino Labor Market Dynamics: Paradoxes and Policy Implications.” In Shared Fates? 
Research on African American and Latino Relations, edited by Edward E. Telles, Gaspar Rivera-
Salgado and Mark Sawyer. 
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INVITED LECTURES 
 
“Important Indicators of Mexican Immigrant Incorporation: Education and Residential Mobility Across 

Generations in Los Angeles.”  (With Frank D. Bean.)  Panel session in “Mexico – US Migration: 
Tendencies and policy perspectives.”  Sponsored by the Secretary of the Interior (Secretaría de 
Gobernación), through the National Migration Institute (Instituto Nacional de Migración) and its 
Center of Migration Studies; the Secretary of Foreign Affairs (Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores); 
and the Center of Research and Higher Studies in Social Anthropology (Centro de Investigaciones y 
Estudios Superiores en Antropología Social, CIESAS). Mexico City, August 2009. 

“Declines in International Graduate Enrollments in Science and Engineering in the United States.”  
Plenary session at the annual meeting of the Council of Graduate Studies, Palm Desert, CA, 
December 2005. 

 “Multi-Generational Spatial Integration Among Mexicans in Metropolitan Los Angeles.”  University of 
Wisconsin, Department of Sociology, research seminar on race and ethnicity, September 2005. 

 “Gates Scholarships as a Natural Experiment: How They Affected the Ambitions of High School Seniors 
in Washington State.”  Center for Studies in Higher Education, University of California, Berkeley, 
May 2004. 

PRESENTATIONS AT PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES 

“Immigrant Entry, Legalization and Naturalization, and Children’s Education.”  (With Frank D. Bean, 
Mark A. Leach, James D. Bachmeier, and John R. Hipp.)  American Sociological Association (ASA), 
Atlanta, August 2010. 

“Exclusionary Dynamics and Incorporation Outcomes in the United States: Comparative Theoretical 
Implications.”  (With Frank D. Bean.)  Conference on “Immigration in Harder Times: the United 
States and Australia.” Monash University Prato Centre, Prato, Italy, May 2010. 

“Urban Context and Immigrant Integration: A Comparative Examination of U.S. and European Second-
Generation Incorporation.” (With Frank D. Bean, James D. Bachmeier, Tineke Fokkema, and 
Laurence Lessard-Phillips.  Conference on Comparative Perspectives on the Second Generation in 
Europe and the United States.  Russell Sage Foundation, New York, March 2010. 

“Seeing Disorder through Different Eyes: Neighborhood Context and Perceptions of Disorder among 
Second-Generation Youths.”  (With Van C. Tran and Jens Schneider.)  Conference on Comparative 
Perspectives on the Second Generation in Europe and the United States.  Russell Sage Foundation, 
New York, March 2010. 

“Multiple Measures of Integration: Residential Assimilation in the Mexican-Origin Population of Los 
Angeles.”  (With Frank D. Bean.)  International Union for the Scientific Study of Population 
(IUSSP). Marrakech, September 2009. 

 “The Structure of Immigrant Group Incorporation in Los Angeles and New York: The Role of 
Immigrant-Friendly Policy and Political Opportunity.”  (With Frank D. Bean, John Mollenkopf, and 
James Bachmeier.)  International Workshop on “The Use of Quantitative and Qualitative Indicators 
of Integration.”  Sponsored by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on the Integration of Immigrants and the 
Institut National d’Etudes Démographiques (INED).  Paris, May 2009. 
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“Cohort and Age Effects in Racial Residential Segregation in U.S. Cities.”  (With Christopher Marcum.)  
Population Association of America (PAA), Detroit, April 2009.  

“Spatial Assimilation despite ‘Hypersegregation’: the Mexican-Origin Population in Los Angeles.” PAA, 
Detroit, April 2009. 

“Spatial Assimilation and the ‘Lived Experience’ among the Mexican-Origin Population in Los Angeles.” 
Pacific Sociological Association (PSA), San Diego, April 2009. 

“IIMMLA and Research on Children of Immigrants.”  (With Frank D. Bean.)  Special invited session of 
the Eastern Sociological Society, Baltimore, March 2009. 

“Recent Trends in Immigration to the United States in Historical Context: Indications of an Exclusionary 
Shift?” (With Frank D. Bean and James Bachmeier.)  Conference on “Nations of Immigrants: the 
United States and Australia.” Monash University Prato Centre, Prato, Italy, October 2008. 

“Parental Pathways: How Legalization and Citizenship Among Mexican Immigrants Relate to Children’s 
Economic Well-Being.” (With Frank D. Bean, Mark A. Leach, and James Bachmeier.)  ASA, Boston, 
August 2008. 

“Dimensions of Comparative Integration Contexts: Interpreting Mexican Incorporation in the United 
States.” (With Frank D. Bean.)  Workshop on “Rethinking Integration: The Transatlantic Challenges 
of Migration and Ethnic Groupness in Contemporary Democracies.”  Sponsored by the Fondation 
National des Sciences Politiques and the University of Pittsburgh, Paris, May 2008. 

“The Conceptualization and Measurement of Mexican Immigrant Group Incorporation.” (With Frank D. 
Bean.)  Presented at the “International Workshop on Indicators of Integration in Social Statistics,” 
International Union for the Scientific Study of Population (IUSSP), Quebec Inter-University for 
Social Statistics (QICSS), and Institut National de’Etudes Demographiques in Paris (INED), 
Montreal, December 2007. 

“Second-Generation Incorporation in Los Angeles.” (With Frank D. Bean.) Workshop on “The Immigrant 
Second Generation in Europe and the United States.”  Sponsored by the Rockefeller Foundation at the 
Bellagio Conference Center, Bellagio, Italy, September 2007. 

“Becoming U.S. Stakeholders: Legalization and Integration among Mexican Immigrants and their 
Descendants.” (With Frank D. Bean.) Workshop on “Rethinking Integration: Reconciling the Needs 
of the Immigrant Populations and the Security of Transatlantic Societies,” sponsored by the 
University of Pittsburgh and the Fondation Nationale des Sciences Politiques. Pittsburgh, PA. 
September 2007. 

 “Period and Age Effects of Black-White Residential Segregation.” (With Christopher Marcum.)  ASA, 
New York City, August 2007. 

“Mexican Immigrant Legalization and Naturalization and Children’s Economic Well-Being.” (With 
Frank D. Bean and March A. Leach).  PAA, New York City, March 2007. 

“Delayed Spatial Assimilation: Multi-Generational Incorporation of the Mexican-Origin Population in 
Los Angeles.”  ASA, Montreal, August 2006. 

“Delayed Spatial Assimilation of LA’s Mexican-Origin Population.”  Plenary session for the Summer 
Institute for International Migration, University of California, San Diego, June 2006.  

“IIMMLA Telephone Survey: Early Results.” (With Frank D. Bean, Jennifer Lee and Min Zhou.) Invited 
session of the annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Philadelphia, August 2005.  

 “Intergenerational Residential Mobility Among Young Adults of Mexican Origin in Greater Los 
Angeles.”  (With Shila Patel.)  PAA, Philadelphia, March 2005. 
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“How Scholarships Affect the Educational Ambitions of High School Seniors: A Preliminary Evaluation 
of the Washington State Achievers Program.”  (With Monica Trieu.)  ASA, San Francisco, August 
2004. 

“Scholarships and the Educational Ambitions of High School Seniors”  (With Monica Trieu.)  University 
of Washington workshop on the Beyond High School project, Seattle, August 2003. 

“Structural Assimilation Revisited: Nativity and Racial/Ethnic Homogeneity of Network Ties Among 
Immigrants.”  ASA, Atlanta, August 2003.  

“Inter- and Intra-Metropolitan Migration Patterns: Implications for Assessing Group Mobility in Los 
Angeles.”  (With Frank D. Bean, Mark Leach and Golnaz Komaie.)  Workshop on the Dynamics of 
Intergenerational Mobility, Russell Sage Foundation, New York, May 2003. 

“City-Suburb Differences in Multiethnic Residence and Status."  (With Golnaz Komaie.)  PAA, 
Minneapolis, May 2003. 

“The Presence of Strong Ties Among Foreign- and Native-Born Angelenos.”  ASA, Chicago, August 
2002. 

“Flocking Together: Homophily in the Strong Ties of Immigrants.”  PAA, Atlanta, May 2002. 

“Student Awareness of Washington State’s Initiative on Affirmative Action.”  PSA, Vancouver, B.C., 
April 2002. 

“The Class of 2000’s Attitudes Toward the Affirmative-Action Initiative in Washington State.”  ASA, 
Anaheim, CA, August 2001. 

“The Effect of Ending Affirmative Action on College Enrollments in Washington State: A Preliminary 
Assessment.”  (With Charles Hirschman.)  ASA, Washington D.C., August 2000.   

“Immigrant Isolation: The Presence and Number of Strong Ties Among Hispanics and Asians.”  PAA, 
Los Angeles, March 2000. 

“Social Ties at the Neighborhood Level: Two Decades of GSS Evidence.”  (With Avery M. Guest.)  
ASA, San Francisco, August 1998. 

“Why U.S. Women Are Not Using Long-Acting Contraceptives.”  (With Koray Tanfer and Betsy Payn.)  
PAA, Chicago, April 1998. 

 “The Assimilation of Asians in Seattle.”  PAA, Washington, D.C., March 1997.  (Working paper 
available on-line at http://csde.washington.edu/downloads/97-8.pdf .) 

 
 
RESEARCH AND TEACHING INTERESTS 
 
International migration Social Demography Urban sociology Educational Inequality 

 

PRIOR WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
1995-97, 1999-2001  Research assistant. University of Washington, Seattle. 

1998-99 Teaching assistant. University of Washington, Seattle. 

1997-98 Research assistant. Battelle Memorial Institute, Seattle. 



 8

1984-95 Bureau chief, assistant night city editor, copy editor, reporter. St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 

1983-84 Assistant public-relations manager. Southwestern Bell Telephone Co., St. Louis. 

1982-83 Copy editor and book editor. St. Louis Globe-Democrat. 

 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Discussant for conference session on Immigrant Entry and Citizenship, annual meeting of the American 
Sociological Association (ASA), August 2010. 
 
Organizer for sessions on Immigrants’ Families and Households at the annual meeting of the Population 
Association of America (PAA), Dallas, April 2010. 
 
Publications committee (elected), Community and Urban Sociology section of the ASA, 2009. 
 
Chair of the award committee for best article, Community and Urban Sociology section of the ASA, 
2009. Member of the committee, 2005 and 2006. 
 
Organizer of roundtables for the International Migration section of the ASA, San Francisco, August 2009.  
 
Discussant for conference session on Comparative Perspectives on Unauthorized Workers, annual 
meeting of the Population Association of America, New Orleans, April 2008.  
 
Paper discussant for Summer Institute for International Migration, UCSD, June 29, 2006. 
 
Organizer of best student paper award committee, International Migration section of the ASA, 2006. 
 
Discussant for conference session on Racial Differentials in Schooling and Occupation, annual meeting of 
the Population Association of America, Los Angeles, March 2006. 
 
Co-organizer, third annual Summer Institute for International Migration, sponsored by the Social Science 
Research Council and the University of California, at UCI, June 27-30, 2005. 
 
Paper discussant for Summer Institute for International Migration, UCI, June 29, 2005. 
 
Organizer and discussant for conference session on Community and Migration, Population Association of 
America, Philadelphia, April 2005. 
 
Organizer for conference session on Demography and the City, annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological 
Association, Portland, OR, April 2005. 
  
Newsletter editor for the International Migration section of the American Sociological Association, 2002-
2004. 
 
Reviewer for numerous journals, including American Sociological Review, American Journal of 
Sociology, Social Forces, Demography, Social Networks, and Sociological Methodology. 


